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The aviation industry is at a critical juncture. With aviation responsible for 2% to 3%  
of global CO₂ emissions, the push for decarbonisation has never been more urgent. 
Among the most promising solutions on the horizon is SAF, an alternative fuel designed 
to reduce lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions compared to traditional jet fuel.

COVERSTORY
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Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) 
is not a futuristic concept; it is 
a reality that has already being 

blended into aviation operations of late.  
Derived from renewable feedstocks such as 
used cooking oil, municipal waste, agricul-
tural residues, and even carbon captured 
directly from the air, SAF can reduce emis-
sions by up to 80 per cent. What makes the 
alternative fuel particularly attractive is 
its compatibility with existing aircraft and  
refuelling infrastructure, meaning it can 
be used as a ‘drop-in’ replacement without 
the need for costly modifications.

Governments, industry leaders, and 
environmental advocates are increasingly 
aligning their efforts to scale the produc-
tion and adoption of SAF. Countries such 
as the USA, the United Kingdom, and 
the UAE are introducing national strate-
gies and incentives to encourage invest-
ment in SAF technologies and facilities. 
Major airlines and airports are setting 
ambitious targets to transition to SAF,  

positioning it as a central pillar of their sus-
tainability strategies. However, challenges 
remain — from high production costs and 
limited supply chains to regulatory hur-
dles and feedstock availability. Address-
ing these issues will require coordinated 
global action, public-private partnerships  
and continuous innovation.

Despite the obstacles, the momentum 
behind SAF is undeniable. As the world is 
heading towards net-zero emissions, this 

alternative fuel presents a practical and im-
mediate path forward for aviation’s green 
transition. It not only supports climate goals 
but also signals a broader shift towards a  
resilient and sustainable future for global air 
cargo sector. 

The mandate, which was introduced  
in January 2025, requires in-scope opera-
tors (those that fly 500 flights annually) to 
uplift a 2 per cent SAF blend at designated 
airports in continental Europe. 

Governments, 
industry leaders 
and environmental 
advocates are 
increasingly aligning 
their efforts to scale 
the production and 
adoption of SAF  

sustainable 
future

What makes SAF particularly 
attractive is its compatibility  

with existing aircraft

As the world is heading 
towards net-zero, SAF presents 

a practical path forward for 
aviation’s green transition

Dr Shehara Fernando
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SAF adoption 
will reshape Mid-
dle East air cargo 
by reducing CO2 

footprint and en-
hancing global 
competitiveness . 
With increasing 
pressure from eco-
conscious clients 
and global regu-
lations, regional 
hubs will likely in-
vest in SAF-ready 

infrastructure, enabling carriers to meet 
sustainability goals, while maintaining 
operational efficiency across key trade 
and logistics corridors. 

We understand the 
ReFuelEU mandate 
is aiming to help 
the environment, 
but it is not a one-
size-fits-all regula-
tion. We are serv-
ing three groups in 
Europe. Our cus-
tomers include op-
erators that don’t 
need to uplift the 
2 per cent SAF but 
who do not have a 
choice in doing so 
at many airports. Operators would like to 
uplift a higher blend of SAF but cannot 
find it as the supply is not there. Our ob-
jective is to help them ensure compliance 
and simplify the SAF uplift process. 

Aviation is a vi-
tal contributor to 
CO2 emissions, ac-
counting for 2–3 
per cent annually. 
In the absence of 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
tech advances, the 
way to cut emis-
sions is by adopt-
ing SAF. However, 
SAF remains lim-
ited in availability 
and can cost over 
four times more 
than conventional jet fuel. Regulatory 
intervention is a must: Policymakers can 
speed up industry’s transition to greener 
alternatives by incentivising production 
and lowering costs. 

 With rising pressure 
from global regulations, 
regional hubs will likely 
invest in SAF-ready 
infrastructure.”  Our objective is to help 

the civil Aviation operators 
ensure compliance and 
simplify the SAF uplift 
process.”

 In the absence 
of transformative 
technological advances,  
the way to reduce emissions 
is by adopting SAF.”

SAF to reshape ME air 
cargo by cutting emissions

Operators seeking SAF 
uptake find supply absent 

Industry should 
incentivise production 

Zameer Marikkar
Chief Commercial Officer, 
Fits Cargo

Daniel Coetzer
CEO, TITAN Aviation 
International

Liana Coyne
Director
Coyne Airways  

SAF is likely to 
grow to €50 bil-
lion by 2030 and 
to €500 billion by 
2050. As the bio-
fuel becomes ac-
cessible, it can help 
future-proof op-
erations and reduce 
long-term costs. 
Regulators should 
create incentives, 
associations must  
be involved in the 

process, and operators must be empow-
ered through partnerships to adopt SAF 
without compromising regional link. 

 As the biofuel 
becomes accessible, 
it can help future-proof 
operations and reduce 
long-term costs.” 

SAF reduces emissions,  
cuts operational costs

Hamdi Osman
Founder and CEO, 
SolitAir
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Countries in the 
Middle East, es-
pecially UAE and 
Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia are focused 
on sustainabil-
ity through Saudi 
Arabia’s Vision 
2030 and UAE’s 
Net Zero 2050. 
Major carriers in 
the Middle East 
are working to-
wards using SAF in 

their operations. The Gulf region holds 
the capital and feedstock to scale SAF 
production. It is evident the Middle East 
region will focus on leaving a green foot-
print to cater to sustainability.

Commercial avia-
tion sector, to es-
tablish net zero 
emissions targets, 
has set through the 
ICAO mechanism 
when it adopted 
the Long-Term 
Aspirational Goal 
(LTAG) in October 
2022. The LTAG 
seeks to have zero 
operations by 2025.  
To achieve that tar-

get, SAF is expected to account for 65 per 
cent of the overall reduction, which will 
also impact Middle East-based carriers.  
It aims to produce 700 million litres  
annually by 2030.   

 It is evident the 
Middle East region will 
focus on leaving a green 
footprint to cater to 
sustainability.”

 To achieve LTAG 
target, SAF may account 
for 65% of the overall 
reduction, which will also 
impact Middle East.” 

Middle East must scale 
up SAF production 

ME may produce 700 mn 
litres of SAF by 2030

Chaminda Perera
Head, Cargo 
SriLankan Airlines 

Glyn Hughes
Director General 
TIACA

COVERSTORY
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Despite being frequently exposed to uncertainty and disruption,  
the Middle East region continues to demonstrate remarkable  
adaptability and preparedness. From governments to private  
enterprises, the logistics, air cargo and supply chain sectors  
have played a significant role in ensuring stability in the region.

How emergencies impact  
air cargo logistics 
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Governments and private sector 
players worked together to over-
come transportation barriers, ad-

dress workforce shortages and navigate  
evolving regulations. 

Airports and seaports remained op-
erational and logistics hubs across coun-
tries such as the United Arab Emirates, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and 
Qatar accelerated efforts to distribute  
essential supplies, medical equipment and 
food items, among others — often going  
beyond local needs to support neighbouring 
countries as well. 

What truly stood out was the unwavering 
commitment of the industries to ensure that 
even in the face of personal risk, services were 
delivered without compromise. The invest-
ment by firms in the Middle East region in  
logistics infrastructure, innovation, and digi-
tal transformation paid dividends, allowing 
real-time tracking, efficient customs process-
ing, and adaptive routing strategies. 

This collective response not only 
mitigated the immediate impact of the  
recent health crisis but also laid the 
groundwork for long-term resilience  
and sustainability. 

As the world re-evaluates international 
supply chain strategies, the Middle East re-
gion has proven that agility, foresight, and  
collaboration are important drivers in  
navigating crises and can serve as a  
significant international bridge in the most 
uncertain times.

Public and private sectors 
overcame transportation 
barriers, addressed 
workforce shortages 
and navigated evolving 
regulations

Dr. Shehara Fernando
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It is imperative we 
should have con-
tingency plans to 
handle freight dur-
ing the disasters 
as we learned that 
well with the pan-
demic, in terms 
of sourcing the 
shipments from 
the closest na-
tions for UAE with 
their airports and 
ports to facilitate 

the shipments for incoming/outgoing. 
We find solutions with air charters for  
just-in-time shipments to meet the dead-
line for meeting customers’ end needs.  

Preparedness is 
at the core of ef-
fective emergen-
cy logistics. In 
the Middle East, 
where geopolitical, 
climatic and infra 
challenges coex-
ist, our response 
is built on certain 
key pillars. We 
conduct regular 
scenario planning 
to identify pain 
points and prepare 
contingency routes. 
We work with partners and humanitar-
ian agencies to maintain access to pre-
positioned inventory at locations, close 
to hubs — Dubai, Dammam, and Muscat. 

At ATS Shipping, 
we have created a 
dedicated Disas-
ter Management 
Team prepared 
to respond in 
the face of crises 
across the Mid-
dle East. We have 
invested in tech-
nology enabling 
real-time tracking 
of cargo, secure 
data transfer and 
business continuity  
in the face of crises. The spotlight is  
always on readiness, innovation and  
responsiveness in order to keep critical 
supply chains operational when they are 
most needed.

 We find solutions  
with air charters for  
just-in-time shipments  
to meet the deadline  
of customers’ needs.”  We conduct regular 

scenario planning to  
identify pain points.  
We also work with partners 
and humanitarian agencies.” 

 Tech investment 
enables real-time tracking, 
secure data transfer and 
business continuity in  
the face of crises.” 

Contingency plans to 
handle air freight 

Preparedness at the core 
of emergency logistics

Focus on response, 
innovation, readiness 

Sathish Babu
Country Manager, UAE, 
EFL GLOBAL, UAE 

Abid Hamza
GM, Business 
Development, Fast 
Logistics Cargo FZCO

Rizwan Kareem
Director, Air Freight 
Operations, ATS World 

DHL ensures emer-
gency response in 
the Middle East 
through multi-
modal logistics, 
predictive analytics 
and bonded hubs 
providing flexibil-
ity and speed. We 
also capitalise on 
alternative ports 
and air routes to 
maintain continuity 
during a potential 

crisis. Our digital platforms, including  
myDHLi, offer real-time tracking and 
proactive communication. 

 Emergency response 
is through multimodal 
logistics, predictive 
analytics and bonded 
hubs providing flexibility.” 

Ports, air routes helped 
maintain continuity 

Amadou Diallo
CEO, DHL Global 
Forwarding Middle East 
& Africa
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At RSA Global, we 
maintain a robust 
Business Continu-
ity Plan designed 
for rapid response 
to emergencies 
and natural disas-
ters in the Middle 
East. Our certi-
fied Emergency 
Response Team 
undergoes regular 
refresher trainings 
and scenario-based 

simulations to ensure readiness for any 
crisis. Our digital infra integrates with 
emergency protocols, allowing us to 
adapt to evolving situations and maintain 
continuity of emergency situations.

At our company, 
rapid response 
during emergen-
cies and natu-
ral disasters is a 
top priority. We 
maintain pre-posi-
tioned stock, dedi-
cated response 
teams and contin-
gency plans tai-
lored to the Middle 
East’s unique chal-
lenges. Our teams 

undergo regular training to ensure fast 
mobilisation. To enhance efficiency, we 
have adopted AI-driven  route optimisa-
tion, Internet of Things-enabled tracking 
and automated warehousing.  

 Emergency teams 
must undergo regular 
refresher trainings and 
simulations to ensure 
readiness for any crisis.”

 Pre-positioned stock, 
dedicated response teams 
and contingency plans 
tailored to the Middle 
East’s unique challenges.” 

Digital infra integrates 
with emergency protocols

Automated warehousing 
to enhance efficiency

Abhishek Shah
CEO & Co-Founder
RSA Global  

Yousif Najim
CEO
Orbit Logistics

The Middle East’s 
position and air 
cargo infra make 
it a vital hub for 
rapid emergency 
response. We pri-
oritise readiness 
through regional 
partnerships and 
24x7 operational 
control centres. 
We work closely 
with govts, hu-
manitarian agen-
cies, and partner 
airlines to mobilise 
capacity at short notice to ensure relief 
supplies reach affected areas. To enhance 
our capabilities, we have adopted many 
digital solutions.

 Readiness is 
prioritised through 
regional partnerships  
and 24x7 operational 
control centres.” 

Work with govt, partners 
to mobilise capacity 

Santosh Kumar Soni
Head of Sales, UAE 
Airglow Aviation Services 
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June’s growth in demand was not surprising and we expect to see a continuation of double digit YoY growth in July and 
August because of low demand in the same months last year. Global machine is humming along nicely at this level, but this 
might be the lull before the storm in terms of air freight rates, said Niall van de Wouw, Chief Airfreight Officer, Xeneta.

The global air cargo 
market is heading to-
wards a ‘hot Q4’ of rate 

increases after a sixth straight 
month of double-digit growth 
in June, with a warning that 
shippers and forwarders ill-
prepared for this year’s peak 
season may find themselves 
‘at the mercy of the market,’ 
according to the latest analy-
sis by Xeneta. 

Demand in June, meas-
ured in chargeable weight, 
was over 13 per cent year-on-
year, continuing the upward 
trend seen throughout the 
first half of last year. 

In contrast, air cargo sup-
ply grew at its slowest pace 
in 2024, edging up by only 3 
per cent year-on-year. As a 
result, the global air cargo dy-

namic load factor — Xeneta’s 
measurement of capacity uti-
lisation based on volume and 
weight of cargo flown along-
side availa-ble capacity — in-
creased by over 4 per cent 
points year-on-year. While 
June’s data alongside previous 

months of annual growth must 
be balanced against the weak 
comparison seen in the corre-
sponding months of the pre-
vious year, market players are 
busy strategising on the ways 
and means to navigate the  
financial challenges and op-

portunities expected to pre-
sent themselves in Q4.

“June’s growth in demand 
was not surprising and we 
would expect to see a con-
tinuation of double digit 
year-on-year growth in July 
and August because of low 
demand in the same months 
last year. The global machine 
is humming along nicely at 
this level, but this is likely 
the calm before the storm in 
terms of air freight rates,” said 
Niall van de Wouw, Chief Air-
freight Officer, Xeneta.

“I have heard already that 
certain airlines and freight 
forwarders are thinking of 
implementing a peak season 
surcharge by the end of Au-
gust. There is a consensus 
that it will be a hot fourth 
quarter for air cargo in many  
Asian markets.

Volumes increase in June as  
‘hot Q4’ likely to hike rates 

CT Bureau

ASSOCIATIONTALK
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“We expect lower de-
mand growth YoY in the sec-
ond half of 2024 because of 
such a strong Q4 2023 com-
parison, but if you have not 
arranged your Q4 capacity 
by now, you could be in for 
quite a ride. Shippers will 
pay more throughout Q4, 
the question is how much 
more?” he added.

Looking at demand versus  
supply for the last quarter of 
2024, van de Wouw said, “The 
rules of the game are becom-
ing clear and contain strict 

compliance conditions. 
Shippers and forwarders 

with capacity agreements in 
markets that are tight, based 
on fixed volumes and a peak 
surcharge, will have reduced 
risk, while those dependent of 
the spot market can expect to 
pay a hefty premium.”

The e-commerce boom, 
disruptions in ocean freight 
due to the Red Sea conflict 
and general improvements in 
global manufacturers’ activi-
ties are the main pillars driv-
ing up global air cargo spot 
rates in June. These registered 

their largest increase of the 
year so far, climbing over 17 
per cent year-on-year to US$ 
2.62 per kg. Measured month-
on-month, the air cargo spot 
rate edged up over 2 per cent 

in June, as the over 4 per cent 
month-on-month growth of 
cargo demand continued to 
outpace capacity supply.

Looking ahead, many 
market uncertainties re-
main. The latest manufac-
turing Purchasing Managers’ 
Index reported manufac-
turing production grew at 
a slower pace in June, with 
its subindex of new export 
orders showing the first de-
cline in three months. This 
coincides with still-soft re-
tail sales volumes in the USA 
and Europe. Given the mar-
ket turbulence and the po-
tential for an air cargo rate 
boom in Q4, shippers are 
once again adjusting their 
preferred contract lengths.

The latest 
PMI reported 
manufacturing 
production grew at 
a slower pace in  the 
month of June 

Is a balance of 
short and long-

term contracts 
crucial to 
determining air 
cargo growth?

Global air cargo rates hit new high as cargo demand continues to grow

Source: Xenata

Shippers and freight forwarders lean towards longer-term contract

Note: 1 month refers to contracts valid for up to 1 month, 3 months refer to contracts  
valid for longer than 1 month and up to 3 months.

Source: Xenata
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The service expansion comes on the heels of SolitAir receiving its Air Operator Certificate (AOC) from the UAE’s General 
Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA), underscoring its operational readiness, compliance with international standards and 
deep market expertise, says Hamdi Osman, Founder & CEO, SolitAir.

SolitAir appointed Al 
Hayat International 
for Air Shipping as its 

General Sales Agent (GSA) 
in Kuwait, and International 
Agencies Company  Limited 
(Intercol) in Bahrain to sup-
port local operations. Both 
partners bring deep market 
expertise and strong cus-
tomer networks, helping 
SolitAir deliver a tailored and  
efficient service. 

SolitAir has expanded  
its scheduled service network 
in the Middle East, launch-
ing direct air cargo routes 
from Dubai World Central to  
Kuwait, Kingdom of Bahrain 
and Beirut. 

The strategic addition 
of these routes reinforces  
the carrier’s mission to  
build a high-performance 
cargo network linking sig-
nificant trade hubs across the  
Global South.

“The launch of our sched-
uled services to Kuwait and 

Bahrain, marks a significant 
milestone in the carrier’s 
growth journey. These high-
yield trade routes are crucial 
to our strategy of connect-
ing Dubai World Central  
(DWC) with significant hubs  
across the Global South,  
addressing the growing  
demand for efficient and  
reliable air cargo solutions,” 
commented Hamdi Osman, 
Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO), SolitAir. 

The service expan-
sion comes on the heels of  
SolitAir receiving its Air 
Operator Certificate (AOC) 
from the UAE’s General  
Civil Aviation Authority 
(GCAA), underscoring its op-
erational readiness and com-
pliance with international 
standards.

The carrier currently oper-
ates five Boeing 737-800 BCF 
freighters, with plans to grow 
the fleet to 20 aircraft by 2027. 
The airline operates from a 

220,000 square feet logistics 
facility at the Dubai World 
Central, handling a wide 
range of specialised cargo  
including temperature-
sensitive pharmaceuticals,  
e-commerce shipments and 
dangerous goods.

As the trade dynam-
ics continued to evolve, 
the  regional footprint 
of the Middle East cargo  
carrier reflected a growing  
focus on agile network  
expansion and improved  
supply chain resilience 
through direct connectivity 
across the region. 

CT Bureau

Hamdi Osman
Founder & CEO
SolitAir

 We plan 
to transition 
from operating 
narrowbody to 
wide-body aircraft 
at select airports to 
enhance capacity.” 

The latest 
PMI reported 
manufacturing 
production  
grew at a slower 
pace in June 

INDUSTRYTALK

SolitAir expands Middle East  
network with 3 new cargo routes 
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Overall manufacturing output fell below the 50 PMI threshold, indicating contraction in global production. Despite 
this, volumes remain resilient in key regions, with trade flow reshuffling favouring hubs such as the Middle East. 
Capacity in the region increased by 4.2 per cent, reflecting strong investment sentiment.

According to its latest 
report, IATA stated 
air cargo demand for 

Middle Eastern carriers in-
creased by 3.6 per cent year-
on-year in May 2025. This 
growth exceeded the global 
average of 2.2 per cent, high-
lighting the region’s resilience 
and strategic importance as 
a logistics hub amid shifting 
global trade patterns.

Capacity in the Middle 
East grew by 4.2 per cent,  
reflecting strong investment 
sentiment and vigorous ac-
tivity on key trade lanes link-
ing the Gulf with Asia and 
Europe. Demand was par-
ticularly strong on the Mid-
dle East–Asia corridor, which 
expanded by 10.8 per cent 
year-on-year. Middle East–
Europe lanes also witnessed  
positive momentum as re-
routed traffic from disrupted 
Asia–North America flows 
supported throughout.

The region’s major air-
ports, including Dubai World 

Central and Riyadh, played a 
central role in handling time-
critical shipments such as 
pharmaceuticals, perishables, 
and e-commerce. The rise in 
express cargo and re-export 
trade further supported re-
gional volumes.  

IATA highlighted the 
adaptability of Middle East-
ern carriers in response to 
the decline on the Asia-North 
America route, which declined 
by 10.7 per cent due to re-
cent US trade policy changes.  
This flexibility allowed  
carriers to swiftly redeploy  
capacity and optimise  
network performance.

“Air cargo demand globally 
grew 2.2 per cent in May. This 
is encouraging news as a 10.7 
per cent drop in traffic on the 
Asia to North America trade 
lane illustrated the dampening 
effect of shifting US trade pol-
icies,” informed Willie Walsh, 
Director-General, IATA. 

Globally, international air 
cargo volumes grew by 3.0 per 
cent year-on-year in May, with 
available cargo tonne-kilome-
tres (ACTKs) rising 2.6 per 
cent. Load factors remained 
stable at 50.6 per cent. Asia 
Pacific led growth with 8.2 per 
cent, while North America 
posted a 5.8 per cent decline. 

Europe reported modest 1.6 
per cent gains and Africa saw 
a 2.1 per cent contraction.

Jet fuel prices in May were 
down 18.8 per cent YoY, con-
tributing to cost relief for air-
lines. Overall manufacturing 
output fell below the 50 PMI 
threshold, indicating contrac-
tion in global production.  
Despite this, air cargo vol-
umes remained resilient in 
key regions, with trade flow 
reshuffling favouring hubs like 
the  region. The growth un-
derlines the Gulf ’s importance 
as a global logistics hub and 
its ability to support changing 
trade patterns. 

Middle East air cargo demand 
increases by 3.6% in May: IATA

CT Bureau

 A 10.7% drop 
in traffic on the 
Asia to North 
America trade 
lane illustrated the 
effect of shifting 
US trade policies.”

Middle East 
Momentum

Global 
Picture

 		 3.6% year-on-year growth 
in cargo demand.

 		O utpaced international 
average of 2.2%.

 		 4.2% rise in regional 
capacity.

 		 Strong links with Asia and 
Europe powering growth.

 		 Asia Pacific leads with 
8.2% YoY growth.

 		 North America down 5.8% 
due to US policy changes.

 		 Load factor holds at 50.6%.
 		 Jet fuel down 18.8% YoY, 

easing cost pressures.



Key player in regional air cargo solutions and member of Azimi Group, Air One Cargo FZCO, has expanded its 
footprint in Afghanistan with the launch of weekly cargo flights to Herat. This marks a significant milestone in the 
company’s mission to provide seamless, secure and consistent logistics services across the country. 

With existing daily 
operations to Ka-
bul and weekly 

flights to Kandahar, the addi-
tion of Herat to its flight net-
work positions Air One Cargo 
FZCO as a trusted logistics 
partner in Afghanistan’s rap-
idly evolving trade and cargo 
landscape. As geopolitical and 
commercial dynamics reshape 
cargo routes in the region, this 

expansion reflects the firm’s 
proactive strategy and un-
derstanding of Afghanistan’s 
logistical needs. By opening 
access to Herat, a key commer-
cial and cultural hub, Air One 
Cargo FZCO aims to support 
trade growth and assist deliv-
eries and movement of goods  
across borders. To en-
hance reach of logistics 
within Afghanistan, the 

firm has announced the 
launch of weekly cargo  
flights to Herat. With daily 
flights already operating to 
Kabul and weekly flights to 
Kandahar, this new route 
reinforces the company’s 
commitment to strengthen-
ing intra-Afghan connec-
tivity and supporting vital  
supply chains.

AS Azimi, MD and CEO, 
Azimi Group, comment-
ed, “This move reflects our 
long-standing commitment 
to Afghanistan’s economic 
resilience and connectiv-
ity. By launching services to 
Herat, we are not just adding 
another route, we are open-
ing new doors for trade, em-
ployment, and development. 
Our goal has always been 
to deliver reliable cargo ser-
vices across the country, and 

this is another strong step in  
that direction.”

With Afghanistan enter-
ing a new phase of rebuilding 
and regional trade engage-
ment, Air One Cargo FZCO’s  
latest development high-
lights its role as a critical  
logistics partner committed 
to bridging distances and cre-
ating economic opportunity 
throughout the region. The 
company’s focus is on punc-
tuality, safety and efficiency  
continues to build trust 
among businesses and  
institutions alike.

Air One Cargo FZCO launches 
cargo operations in Herat

AS Azimi
MD and CEO
Azimi Group

 By launching 
services to Herat, 
we are not just 
adding another 
route, we are 
opening new  
doors for trade.”

What are 
the short 

term and long 
term benefits for 
agents across  
the region?
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 Europe is a vital 
market for us in 
terms of revenue.  
Amsterdam is an 
ideal addition to 
our expanding 
network in Europe.” 

Launch follows Oman Air’s formal entry into the oneworld Alliance in June, adding strength to its global connectivity 
and service offerings. Cargo and passenger clients celebrated the milestone at both Muscat International Airport and 
Amsterdam Schiphol, says Claudius Pereira, Senior Manager, Cargo Commercial Operations, Oman Air.

Oman Air Cargo will 
operate from Swis-
sport’s 20,000 sq. 

mtrs., CEIV-certified facility 
at Terminal 11 in Schiphol, 
ensuring temperature-con-
trolled handling and full com-
pliance with pharmaceutical 
logistics standards. OAC’s 
maiden flight landed in the 
Dutch capital on 1 July, with 
Swissport appointed as the 
exclusive ground handling 
partner for the new route. 

Operating four times a 
week with a Boeing 787-9, the 
new service offers a capacity of 
14 to 18 MT per flight. Initial 
shipments include pharma, 
engineering spares, parcel and 
express cargo, with expecta-
tions of volume growth in the 
coming months.

“Europe is an important 
market for us in terms of 

revenue and as a key hub in 
the region, Amsterdam is an 
ideal addition to our expand-
ing network,” said Claudius 
Pereira, Senior Manager, Car-
go Commercial Operations, 
Oman Air.

“We are looking forward 
to the future whereby our 
teams will work together to 
make this new cargo opera-

tion between Muscat and Am-
sterdam a success,” said Jeroen 
J. Giling, Head, Cargo, the 
Netherlands, Swissport. 

The launch follows Oman 
Air’s formal entry into the 
oneworld Alliance in June 
2025, adding strength to its 
global connectivity and ser-
vice offerings. Cargo clients 
and passengers celebrated 
the milestone at Muscat In-
ternational Airport and Am-
sterdam Schiphol. The move 
positions Amsterdam as a 

strategic hub for Oman Air 
Cargo’s European ambitions, 
enhancing access to continen-
tal and transatlantic markets.

Oman Air Cargo adds  
Amsterdam to its network

CT Bureau

Route  
details 

Muscat to 
Amsterdam   
The new route  

of Oman Air Cargo

B787-9 Dreamliner 
Aircraft launched  

to Amsterdam

4 flights  
Every week

14 to 18 MT   
Cargo capacity per flight

Claudius Pereira
Senior Manager, Cargo Commercial 
Operations, Oman Air
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AeroNet has launched its first North American branch in Newnan, Georgia, aiming to enhance service speed and  
reliability across the region. This expansion comes amid rising demand in the air cargo industry, strengthening AeroNet’s 
ability to support Middle East clients trading with North America. 

AeroNet has launched 
its first North 
American branch in 

Newnan, Georgia, aiming to 
enhance service speed and 
reliability across the region. 
This expansion comes amid 
rising demand in the air cargo 

industry, fortifying AeroNet’s 
ability to support ME clients 
trading with North America. 

Building on its strong 
presence in the Middle East, 
the new facility in Newnan, 

Georgia, will help tackle criti-
cal logistical challenges such 
as unpredictable weather 
and geopolitical risks that af-
fect smooth flow of air cargo  
between the Middle East and 
North America. This move 
aims to ensure safer, more ef-
ficient cargo operations and 
provide faster, more reliable 
service to customers across 
the Americas, while reinforc-
ing AeroNet’s commitment 

to Middle Eastern clients  
operating in, or trading with, 
the region.

“Our presence in the USA 
brings us closer to the heart of 
our North American custom-
ers,” said Ludovic Coatmellec, 
General Manager of AeroNet. 
“In the air cargo world, speed 
and reliability are non-nego-
tiable and with this facility, we 
are ensuring quicker response 

times, reduced delivery delays 
and direct regional support.”

Jason Fenech, a seasoned 
logistics and operations lead-
er, will head the US opera-
tions. His expertise will help 
maintain AeroNet’s core val-
ues of safety, efficiency and 
customer-first approach, prin-
ciples that have underpinned 
AeroNet’s success in the Mid-
dle East market.  

AeroNet expands to the US, increasing 
air cargo support for ME markets

CT Bureau

This expansion 
fortifies AeroNet’s 
ability to support ME 
clients trading with 
North America

AeroNet Opening in the USA



22  CARGOtalk  August 2025 www.cargotalkgcc.com  

FAMILYALBUM

Etihad Cargo reinforced its tech-driven approach at Air Cargo Europe 2025 in Munich. It saw the unveiling of SmartTrack, 
a tracking service developed with Tag-N-Trac, offering customers real-time insights into shipment location and conditions. 
The carrier signed a cooperation pact with Ezhou Huahu Airport, enhancing connectivity across the Asia-Pacific region. 

Etihad Cargo showcases  
innovation @Air Cargo Europe ’25
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Al-Khumrah Logistics Park is strategically located near Jeddah Islamic Port and plays a significant role in this vision.  
By connecting directly to the port through a new 17 km, two-lane corridor in each direction, the logistics park will now 
offer faster and more efficient access for trucks.

The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is taking a ma-
jor step forward in 

strengthening its logistics in-
frastructure with the launch 
of a dedicated corridor linking 
Jeddah Islamic Port to the Al-
Khumrah Logistics Park. The 
move is designed to stream-

line cargo movement, reduce 
road congestion, and enhance 
KSA’s position as a global lo-
gistics hub. The SAR 689 mil-
lion project is led by the Saudi 
Ports Authority (Mawani). 

The development is 
aligned with the National 
Transport and Logistics Strat-
egy (NTLS), which aims to 
uplift the Kingdom’s com-
petitiveness in international 
trade and logistics. Once  
operational, the corridor is 
expected to increase Jeddah  
Islamic Port’s handling capaci-
ty by 10 per cent and strength-
en multimodal integration  
between sea, road and  
logistics facilities. 

Al-Khumrah Logistics 
Park is strategically located 
near Jeddah Islamic Port and 
plays a key role in this vi-
sion. By connecting directly 
to the port through a new 17 
km, two-lane corridor in each  
direction, the park will now 
offer faster and more efficient 
access for trucks. The route 
includes 12 bridges to ensure 
seamless flow, bypassing the 
city’s internal road network 

and easing pressure on urban 
traffic routes.

“The project will also 
support the integration of 
transport modes, strengthen 
supply chains and improve 
infrastructure development,” 
commented His Excellency 
Eng. Saleh bin Nasser Al-
Jasser, Minister of Transport 
and Logistic Services and 
Chairman, Saudi Ports Au-
thority. This new connectivity 
makes Al-Khumrah Logistics 
Park an attractive destination 
for the logistics operators,  

importers, exporters, and 
shipping lines. 

By offering faster TATs 
and simplified cargo flow, the 
project creates opportunities 
for new investments and sup-
ports the continued growth 
of Jeddah as a significant lo-

gistics and trade gateway on 
the Red Sea. The dedicated 
access also improves safety 
and environmental outcomes 
by separating heavy truck 
traffic from general road use. 
With advanced infrastructure 
and strong government back-
ing, Al-Khumrah Logistics 
Park is well-positioned to be-
come a critical enabler of the  
supply chain transformation 
in the region.  

Al-Khumrah Logistics Park  
corridor to simplify cargo flow 

CT Bureau

His Excellency Eng. Saleh bin 
Nasser Al-Jasser
Minister of Transport and  
Logistic Services, KSA and 
Chairman of Saudi Ports Authority

 The project 
will support the 
integration of 
transport modes, 
strengthen supply 
chains and improve 
infra development.”

Fast Facts 
SAR 689 million   
Cost of the logistics  

park corridor

17 km route   
Two-way road from  
Jeddah Islamic Port

10%  
Rise in Jeddah  
Port handling

Heavy truck traffic  
Separated from the 

logistics park’s corridor

Al-Jasser, Minister of Transport and Logistic Services, lays foundation stone for the Logistics Corridor connecting Jeddah Islamic Port and Al-Khumrah Logistics Park
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This development marks a step in consolidating KSA’s terminal operations under a unified operator. The terminals play  
a crucial role in supporting sectors such as energy, petrochemicals, construction and mining, all of which are central to the 
Kingdom’s economic diversification goals.

Saudi Global Ports Group 
(SGP) has officially be-
gun operations of mul-

tipurpose terminals along 
the Eastern Coast of Saudi 
Arabia, following the award 
of 20-year concession agree-
ments by the Saudi Ports  
Authority (Mawani).

Effective 1 July 2025, 
Modern Port Services Com-
pany Limited now manages 
terminals at King Abdulaziz 
Port Dammam, Jubail Com-
mercial Port, King Fahad  
Industrial Port Jubail and Ras 
Al-Khair Port.

This development marks a 
vital step in consolidating the 
Kingdom’s terminal opera-
tions under a unified operator. 
The multipurpose terminals 
play a crucial role in support-
ing strategic sectors such as 

energy, petrochemicals, con-
struction, and mining, all of 
which are central to the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia’s eco-
nomic diversification goals.

The consolidation aims to 
enhance efficiency, safety and 
service standards across these 
key locations. Advanced oper-
ational models like those pre-
viously deployed at King Ab-
dulaziz Port and Riyadh Dry 
Port by SGP will be imple-
mented. These improvements 
are intended to increase re-
silience and accommodate 
the growing volume of cargo 
linked to the Kingdom’s on-
going mega projects. 

The SGPMP will also ben-
efit from the global expertise 
of PSA International in line 
with the country’s broader lo-
gistics strategy. PSA’s experi-
ence operating multipurpose 
terminals worldwide, includ-
ing in Singapore, is expected 
to accelerate development 
and innovation within the 
Eastern Coast ports.

“We are grateful for the 
trust of Mawani as we con-
tinue to raise standards of the 
ports’ infrastructure and un-
lock more value for the ports 

and logistics ecosystem in the 
Kingdom. SGP has committed 
to investing 700 million Saudi 
Riyals (US$ 187 million) in 
the four Multipurpose Termi-
nals and is proud to continue 
its strides towards being the 
Gateway to Growth on the 
Eastern Coast of Saudi Ara-
bia,” said Rob Harrison, CEO, 
Saudi Global Ports Group.  

The transition supports 
Mawani’s strategic objective 
to streamline port operations 
and align them with Vision 
2030’s logistics and trade fa-
cilitation goals.

SGP operates multipurpose  
terminals on KSA Eastern Coast

CT Bureau

Rob Harrison
CEO
Saudi Global Ports Group

 We are grateful 
for trust of Mawani 
as we continue to 
raise standards of 
the ports’ infra and 
unlock more value 
for the ports.”

How does 
joining these 

ports under one 
operator reshape 
KSA’s logistics? 
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The successful test by LODD and 7X marks an important step in the emirate’s plans to bring smart, technology-driven 
mobility solutions into everyday operations. Government stakeholders, General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA)  
and Integrated Transport Centre played a critical role in overseeing the trial.

LODD and 7X have 
launched Abu Dhabi’s 
trial for autonomous 

drone parcel deliveries, giv-
ing a glimpse into how the 
future of last-mile logistics 
could take shape. The trial 
demonstrated the potential 
of unmanned aerial vehi-
cles (UAVs) in revolutionis-
ing urban delivery networks. 
Conducted in Khalifa City, 
the test saw a drone carrying 

a simulated parcel from a lo-
cal post office to a designated 
drop-off zone, using a secure 
and winch-based system.

The initiative supports 
Abu Dhabi’s ambition to be-
come a regional leader in 
smart mobility. Backed by the 
Abu Dhabi Investment Office 
(ADIO) and the Smart and 
Autonomous Systems Coun-
cil (SASC), the project aligns 
with the emirate’s strategy to 
localise production, develop 

future-ready infrastructure 
and foster innovation in au-
tonomous transport systems.

“ADIO is proud to  
champion the development 
and rollout of cutting-edge 
logistics technologies that 
strengthen Abu Dhabi’s po-
sition as a global innovation 
hub. This pilot project is a 
powerful example of the kind 
of local partnerships and 
forward-thinking strategies 
that drive long-term econom-
ic and infrastructure value 
for the emirate,” informed 
Omran Malek, Head, SAVI  
Cluster, ADIO.

UAV trial for parcel deliveries  
in Abu Dhabi successful

CT Bureau

The initiative 
supports Abu 
Dhabi’s ambition  
to become a 
regional leader  
in smart mobility
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“Autonomous drones in-
troduce a transformative layer 
to urban delivery networks. 
With one operator able to 
manage multiple deliveries 
simultaneously, the system 
brings a new level of scal-
ability and responsiveness  
to the logistics chain,” ex-
plained Rashid Al Manai, 
CEO, LODD.

“By integrating autono-
mous aerial technology into 
EMX’s logistics ecosystem, 
we are enhancing operational 
reach and building an adap-
tive, future-ready network ca-
pable of meeting the evolving 
demands of commerce and 
connectivity,” said Tariq Al 
Wahedi, Group CEO, 7X. 

The government stake-
holders, the General Civil 
Aviation Authority (GCCA) 
and the Integrated Transport 
Centre played a critical role in 
overseeing the pilot. 

Humaid Saber Al Hameli 
from the Transport Centre 
emphasised that safety and 

airspace security remain top 
priorities and that the pi-
lot represents a meaningful 
public-private partnership in  
advancing future mobility. 
With regulatory support and 
infrastructure in place, Abu 
Dhabi is now firmly on track 
to lead the region in autono-
mous aerial logistics.  

How ready  
is our airspace 

to adapt to drone 
deliveries? 

Rashid Al Manai
CEO
LODD

Tariq Al Wahedi
Group CEO
7X

Omran Malek
Head
SAVI Cluster, ADIO

 The pilot 
project is a 
powerful example 
of the kind of local 
partnerships and 
forward-thinking 
strategies.” 

 We are boosting 
operational reach, 
and building 
a future-ready 
network capable of 
meeting demands 
of commerce.” 

 With one 
operator able to 
manage multiple 
deliveries, system 
brings a new level 
of responsiveness 
to logistics chain.” 
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This agreement supports Saudia Cargo’s goal of expanding its network and providing reliable, flexible air freight 
services between major markets. The partnership with ALE supports Saudia Cargo’s global growth plans and aims  
to offer faster, flexible air cargo solutions across Europe. 

Saudia Cargo has part-
nered with Air Logistics 
Europe (ALE) to expand 

services between the United 
Kingdom and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. The deal sup-
ports the company’s global 
growth plans and aims to offer 
faster, flexible air cargo solu-
tions across Europe.

This agreement supports 
the company’s goal of expand-
ing its network and providing 
reliable, flexible air freight ser-
vices between major markets. 
As the logistics industry con-
tinues to evolve, Saudia Car-
go’s new agreement is a timely 
move to meet the growing de-
mand for reliable and flexible 
supply chain solutions. The 
partnership will help strength-
en its services between the 
UK and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and support its expan-
sion across Europe.

“These strategic alli-
ances are pivotal to Saudia 
Cargo’s ambition to spear-
head innovation and deliver 
unparalleled service in the 
global air cargo sector. By stra-
tegically leveraging the unique 
strengths of each partnership, 

we are poised to unlock new 
market opportunities, drive 
operational excellence and 
create value for our custom-
ers worldwide,” said Loay 
Mashabi, Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Officer , 
Saudia Cargo.

The agreement will help 
Saudia Cargo access new 
trade routes, increase cargo 
capacity and improve opera-
tions through better coordina-

tion. The company continues 
to focus on flexibility, reli-
ability and innovation to meet 
the changing needs of the  
cargo industry.

Saudia Cargo has grown 
steadily in recent years, driven 
by its modern fleet and use of 
digital tools. In the last year, 
the carrier moved 577,870 
tonnes of cargo, a 27 per cent 
year-on-year rise from the 
previous year.   

Saudia Cargo, ALE to expand 
services in UK, Saudi Arabia 

CT Bureau

Fast Facts 
577,870 tonnes  
Cargo moved last year

27% YoY  
UK-Saudi Arabia corridor

Key route 
expansion  

Pharmaceuticals, 
e-commerce,  

hazardous goods

Certified AOC 
holder Global pact 

with ALE  
New partnership

(Left) Chris O’Donnell, Managing Director UK, Air Logistics Group, and Marwan Niazi, 
(Right) Senior Vice President Sales, Saudia Cargo, sign an MoU to expand air freight 
services between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the UK.

The latest 
PMI reported 
manufacturing 
production grew  
at a slower pace in 
the month of June 

INDUSTRYTALK
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National Association of Freight and Logistics (NAFL) celebrated its 40th AGM in Dubai, bringing together members and 
industry stakeholders to reflect on four decades of growth, collaboration and progress. The event underscored its continued 
commitment to empowering the logistics sector and shaping the UAE’s position as a global trade and freight hub.

NAFL holds 40th  AGM, air cargo, 
logistics leaders participate
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The ADCCI signed a stakeholder engagement agreement with JOCIC to enhance private sector collaboration, 
highlighting growing role of Abu Dhabi as a gateway for cross-border investment and innovation, says His Excellency 
Shamis Al Dhaheri, Second Vice Chairman and Managing Director, ADCCI.

Abu Dhabi Chamber 
of Commerce and In-
dustry (ADCCI) has 

launched a new stakeholder 
engagement programme 
aimed at strengthening rela-
tionships with key economic 
players locally and globally. 

The latest outreach  of the 
chamber saw a high-level del-
egation, led by His Excellency 
Shamis Al Dhaheri, Second 
Vice Chairman and MD, AD-
CCI, visit three industrial hubs 
— KEZAD, Metal Park and  
JOCIC Park, each central 
to the Abu Dhabi Industrial 
Strategy (ADIS). 

During the visit, AD-
CCI signed a Collabora-
tion Agreement with Ji-
angsu Provincial Overseas 
Cooperation and Investment 
Company Ltd. (JOCIC), the 
developer of the China–UAE 
Industrial Capacity Cooper-
ation Demonstration Zone. 
The agreement is set to un-
lock new opportunities for 
businesses in both countries 
and offer support services 
such as legal consultations, 
training, certification and 
business matchmaking to 
Chinese companies operat-
ing in Abu Dhabi.

“This approach puts the 
businesses at the crux of our 

strategy, ensuring that every 
partnership creates real op-
portunities and supports our 
emirate’s vision as a global  
hub for trade, innovation and 
sustainable growth,” com-
mented His Excellency Shamis 
Al Dhaheri.

Aligned with the ‘Make 
it in the Emirates’ initiative, 
their mission is to position 
the UAE not just as a logistics  
hub, but as the region’s pre-
mier industrial hub — partic-
ularly for metals.

Trade between the UAE 
and China has increased 
significantly — from US$ 2 

billion in 2000 to US$ 102 
billion in 2024. Chinese com-
pany registrations with AD-
CCI have grown by more than  
69 per cent this year alone,  
reflecting increasing econom-
ic alignment.

The agreement provides 
JOCIC and its clients with  
access to ADCCI services and 
positions them to benefit from 
investment events and forums 
hosted by the Chamber. This 
step marks a new phase in the  
UAE–China trade relations, 
which is aligned with Abu 
Dhabi’s broader goal of shap-
ing the future of trade from 
the region.  

UAE–China trade pact highlights  
Abu Dhabi as new gateway 

CT Bureau

His Excellency Shamis Al Dhaheri, Second Vice Chairman and Managing Director, ADCCI

Highlights UAE-China 
Momentum

 		Chamber launches new 
outreach programme.

 		 Focus on private sector 
growth and support.

 		 Visits to KEZAD, Metal 
Park, and JOCIC Park.

 		D eal signed to expand  
UAE-China relations. 

 		 69.4% rise in Chinese firm 
registrations in 2024.

 		 JOCIC Park hosts over 40 
Chinese companies.

 		 UAE investments in China 
up 120% in 20 years.

 		 UAE-China trade reached 
US$ 102 billion in 2024.
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Capital injection will support the company in expanding its regional presence, enhancing its product suite and further 
integrating cross-border supply chains. This latest investment comes from Ruya Private Capital I, the flagship private  
credit fund of Ruya Partners and marks the fund’s sixth deployment.

TruKKer has secured 
a US$15 million pri-
vate credit investment 

from Ruya Partners, reinforc-
ing its position as one of the 
region’s logistics technology  
platforms. Operating across 
nine countries in MENA 
region and Central Asia, 
the firm links a network of 
60,000 transporters to busi-
nesses through a real-time  
digital marketplace.

The investment comes 
from Ruya Private Capital 
I, the flagship private credit 
fund of Ruya Partners. The 
capital injection will support 
TruKKer in expanding its  
regional presence, enhancing 
its product suite and further 
integrating cross-border sup-
ply chains.

Describing the firm as a 
“standout example of entre-
preneurial innovation reshap-
ing the logistics sector across 
our region,” Rashid Siddiqi, 
Partner and Co-CIO at Ruya 
Partners said, “Our invest-

ment reflects Ruya’s commit-
ment to backing high-quality 
businesses with long-term 
relevance, particularly those 
such as TruKKer that align 
with national transformation 
priorities of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE.”

“We are pleased to wel-
come Ruya Partners as a stra-
tegic investor,” said Gaurav 
Biswas, Founder and CEO, 
TruKKer. “Their participation 
adds depth to our investor 
base and reflects continued 
confidence in the strength of 
our business fundamentals 
and financial profile. As we ex-
pand our footprint and prod-
uct offering, this investment 
enhances our capital structure 
and supports our broader mis-
sion to digitise and optimise 
freight and supply chain op-
erations across multiple logis-
tics verticals.”  

TruKKer secures US$15 mn  
for digital freight expansion

CT Bureau

Rashid Siddiqi
Partner and Co-CIO 
Ruya Partners

Gaurav Biswas
Founder and CEO
TruKKer

 Our investment 
reflects Ruya’s 
commitment to 
backing high-
quality businesses 
with long-term 
relevance.” 

 As we expand 
our footprint and 
product offering, 
the investment 
adds depth to 
our institutional 
investor base.” 

Fast Facts 
US$ 15 million   

Funding received  
from Ruya Partners

9 countries    
Coverage across MENA 

and Central Asia

60,000  
Transporter network

Solutions   
to optimise road freight
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Through its ongoing partnership with Cargo iQ, the carrier monitors over 90% of its shipments globally. Between January  
and April 2025, it recorded an average performance score of 96%, ranking among the top carriers in the group, says Moaza  
Al Falahi, Vice President, Cargo Customer Affairs and Service Audit, Emirates SkyCargo.

With global supply 
chains adjusting to 
new trade patterns, 

Emirates SkyCargo is stepping 
up efforts to improve consist-
ency and accountability in its 

operations. It maintained an 
impressive average perfor-
mance score of 96%, placing  
it among the leading carriers 
in its category.

The carrier is placing 
greater emphasis on deliver-
ing measurable value to its 
customers through rigorous 
performance metrics and 
tailored logistics solutions. 
Through its ongoing partner-
ship with Cargo iQ, Emir-
ates SkyCargo monitors over 
90 per cent of its shipments 
globally. Between January 
and April 2025, it recorded an  
average performance score of 
96 per cent, ranking among 
the top carriers in the group.  

Internally, the carrier sets 
higher targets, reporting that 
92 per cent of shipments were 
flown as booked last year, with 
figures reaching 98 per cent 
on departures from Dubai.

The carrier recently for-
malised a service quality pact 
with Kuehne+Nagel, outlin-
ing shared targets for on-time 
performance and shipment 
tracking. This builds on the 
carrier’s broader strategy to 
enhance service visibility, cus-
tomer experience, and deliv-
ery reliability. 

Emirates SkyCargo is also 
investing in product develop-
ment and digital integration. 
The launch of its door-to-door 
Emirates Courier Express so-
lution is one example, shaped 
in consultation with custom-
ers to address specific deliv-

ery needs. The carrier’s digital 
platforms are integrated with 
freight forwarder systems and 
global booking platforms,  
ensuring smoother access and 
transaction flows.

“Emirates is built on an 
ethos of customer-centricity 
and underpins every part of 
our business. From seamless 
connectivity across our vast 
global network, to expert con-
sultation with our in-house 
experts, we aim to provide an 
unbeatable experience for our 
customers,” Moaza Al Falahi, 
VP, Cargo Customer Affairs 
and Service Audit, Emirates 
SkyCargo. Emirates SkyCar-
go’s priority is improving how 
goods move across borders 
through better coordination, 
clearer performance bench-
marks and responsiveness to 
customer expectations.

Emirates SkyCargo sets scale 
for service quality & logistics  

CT Bureau

It maintained an 
average score of 
96%, placing it 
among the  
leading carriers  
in its category

Performance Cargo Solutions

 		A chieved a 96% 
performance score under 
Cargo iQ standards 
(January to April 2025).

 		 92% of shipments flown  
as booked globally.

 		 98% success rate for 
flights out of Dubai.

 		 Partnership with Cargo 
iQ for independent 
performance benchmarking.

 		 Signed quality agreement 
with Kuehne+Nagel.

 		 Launched Emirates Courier 
Express after consulting 
with customers. 

 		 Expanding digital 
integration with booking 
platforms and TMS.

 		 Focus on pharma, 
engineering, e-commerce 
and time-critical cargo.(R) Moaza Al Falahi, Vice President of Cargo Customer Affairs and Service Audit,  

Emirates SkyCargo
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Dubai Customs recently welcomed a high-level Indian delegation as part of its ongoing commitment to strengthen 
international logistics and economic partnerships. The meeting, held in collaboration with DP World, focused on enhancing 
cooperation across supply chain, trade facilitation and the development of key regional trade corridors.

At the heart of the dis-
cussions was a shared 
ambition to stream-

line cross-border logistics 
and promote seamless trade 
between India and Dubai. 

The spotlight was firmly 
on fast-tracked clearance 
procedures, enhanced cus-
toms facilitations, and the 
evolving landscape of inter-
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) trade. Both sides re-
affirmed their commitment to 
reducing bureaucratic hurdles 
and aligning systems that sup-
port the smooth flow of goods 
across borders.

The Dubai delegation 
was led by His Excellency Dr. 
Abdulla Busenad, Director-

General, Dubai Customs, 
while Arti Agarwal Srinivas, 
Director-General, Directo-
rate General of Systems and  
Data Management, Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC), India, led 
the Indian delegation.

One of the important 
topics on the table was the 
India–Middle East–Europe 
Economic Corridor (IM-
EEC), a proposed route that  
could reshape regional dy-
namics of trade. 

The corridor is expected 
to unlock faster movement 
of goods between India, the 
Middle East and Europe, of-
fering an alternative to tradi-
tional maritime routes. 

Closely tied to this vi-
sion is the creation of a “vir-
tual trade corridor”, a digital 
bridge connecting customs 
and port systems in the UAE 

and India. Dubai Customs also 
showcased the “MAITRI plat-
form” during the meeting, a 
unified digital solution aimed 
at improving data exchange 
between the two countries’  
logistics ecosystems. 

By automating processes 
and reducing manual inter-

vention, the platform prom-
ises to cut down customs 
costs, reduce delays and 
drive efficiency across the  
supply chain.

“This visit is part of the 
Dubai Economic Agenda’s 
vision to enhance Dubai’s 
role as a global trade and  
logistics hub,” highlighted 
His Excellency Dr. Abdulla 
Busenad, Director-General,  
Dubai Customs.

The meeting reinforced 
the importance of public-pri-
vate collaboration in shaping 
trade futures. 

With stakeholders such 
as DP World at the table, the 
agenda went beyond customs 
to include port operations, 
infrastructure synergies and 
logistics innovation, all aimed 
at making the trade smoother, 
smarter and more responsive 
to demands of the market.  

CT Bureau

His Excellency Dr. Abdulla 
Busenad
Director-General, Dubai Customs

 This visit is 
part of the Dubai 
Economic Agenda’s 
vision to enhance 
Dubai’s role as a 
global trade and 
logistics hub.”

His Excellency Dr. Abdulla Busenad, Director-General, Dubai Customs and Arti Agarwal Srinivas, Director-General, Directorate General 
of Systems and Data Management, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, India, during a discussion

What 
strategies 

of customs and 
logistics can 
accelerate  
trade flow? 

LOGISTICSTALK

Dubai Customs, India to create 
cross-border logistics corridor 
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The partnership aims to foster collaboration in areas such as knowledge sharing, engineering design and development 
strategies related to Etihad Rail’s projects. Etihad Rail and ADPIC will work closely to ensure infrastructure projects align with  
Abu Dhabi’s five-year capital projects plan, creating a more connected and efficient transportation network.

Etihad Rail has signed an 
agreement with the Abu 
Dhabi Projects and In-

frastructure Centre (ADPIC) 
in the backdrop of the Abu 
Dhabi Infrastructure Summit 

2025 to enhance coordination 
and strategic alignment for 
infrastructure projects in Abu 
Dhabi. The agreement sup-
ports the emirate’s broader 
development goals by pro-
moting integrated planning 
and execution.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed by His 
Excellency Shadi Malak, CEO, 
Etihad Rail, and His Excellen-
cy Maysarah Mahmoud Eid,  
Director General, ADPIC.  

It was witnessed by His Ex-
cellency Mohammed Ali Al 
Shorafa, Chairman of Abu 
Dhabi’s Department of Munic-
ipalities and Transport.

The partnership aims to 
foster collaboration in ar-

eas such as knowledge shar-
ing, engineering design and 
development strategies re-
lated to Etihad Rail’s pro-
jects. Both parties will work  
closely to ensure infrastruc-
ture projects align with Abu  
Dhabi’s five-year capital pro-
jects plan, creating a more 
connected and efficient trans-
portation network.

“Etihad Rail is commit-
ted to delivering projects that 
align with the nation’s broader 
development goals, enabling 
the transportation landscape, 
to be more efficient and acces-
sible. Furthermore, this MoU 
reflects a shared ambition 
to deliver integrated, future-
ready infrastructure that sup-
ports Abu Dhabi’s emergence 
as a globally competitive, 
connected and sustainable 
capital,” His Excellency Shadi 

Malak, Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), Etihad Rail, said.

The pact also aims to boost 
private sector investment and 
innovation around Etihad 
Rail’s stations and assets. 

Plans include joint re-
search, urban planning ini-
tiatives, and capacity-building 
programmes such as training 
and knowledge-sharing ses-
sions. These efforts are de-
signed to drive sustainable 
growth and innovation within 
the rail sector.

By pooling their expertise 
and encouraging private par-
ticipation, Etihad Rail and AP-
DIC are laying the foundation 
for resilient infrastructure that 
supports economic diversifi-
cation and Abu Dhabi’s con-
tinued growth.  

Etihad Rail, ADPIC to align  
Abu Dhabi’s infrastructure

CT Bureau

The pact also aims 
to boost private 
sector investment 
and innovation 
around Etihad Rail’s 
stations and assets

Strategic 
Focus Benefits

 		A ligns infrastructure 
projects with Abu Dhabi’s 
five-year plan.

 		 Enhances coordination 
between key government 
bodies.

 		 Encourages private  
sector investment  
around rail assets.

 		 Promotes sustainable, 
future-ready infrastructure 
development.

 		 Enables knowledge 
exchange on studies and 
engineering designs.

 		 Supports joint training 
and capacity-building 
programmes.

 		D rives innovation through 
shared research initiatives.

 		 Strengthens project 
delivery and budget 
efficiency.

Etihad Rail and ADPIC Sign MoU to Drive Strategic Infrastructure Alignment in Abu Dhabi

RAILFREIGHT
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P&O Maritime Logistics, a subsidiary of DP World, has signed a definitive agreement to acquire a controlling stake  
in NovaAlgoma Cement Carriers (NACC), marking a key move into the dry-bulk logistics space. The deal strengthens  
DP World’s footprint in breakbulk cargo and signals its growing focus on infrastructure-driven supply chain flows.

By acquiring a 51% stake 
in NovaAlgoma, the 
acquisition aligns with 

DP World’s broader strategy 
to expand its end-to-end lo-
gistics capabilities, particu-
larly in sectors tied to infra-
structure and construction. 
With cement playing a vital 
role in global development, 
this move adds a new vertical 
to the company’s maritime lo-
gistics portfolio. 

The timing aligns with a 
projected uptick in global de-
mand for construction materi-
als. Analysts forecast dry-bulk 
shipping rates to rise in 2025 
despite broader economic 
headwinds, supporting strong 
returns for operators in this 
space. With cement volumes 
tied directly to infrastructure 
expansion, DP World now 
taps into a stable and essential 
cargo flow.

While the deal gives P&O 
Maritime Logistics major-
ity control, both Nova Ma-
rine and Algoma will retain 
minority stakes. The acqui-
sition  of the company does 
not include NACC’s joint 

ventures in Northern Europe, 
Indonesia, or Greece. The 
existing management at the 
NACC will continue to lead  
day-to-day operations, while 
strategic direction will be 
overseen by POML.

The transaction opens up 
new revenue streams from 
specialised maritime logistics 
services. DP World’s global 
port and logistics ecosystem, 
operating in over 79 countries, 
offers NovaAlgoma access to 
previously untapped markets 
in Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East. NovaAlgoma gains scale 
and geographic reach, backed 
by DP World’s network and 
capital. The combination po-

sitions both to serve growing 
demand in sectors such as 
renewable energy infrastruc-
ture, urban development and 
regional construction.

For the broader shipping 
and logistics market, this ac-
quisition signals a shift to-
ward integrated supply chain 
solutions. Stakeholders will 
watch how DP World uses this 
to bundle services, from sea 
transport to inland logistics, 
especially across the GCC and 
global construction corridors.

Sultan Ahmed bin Sulay-
em, Chairman and CEO, DP 
World Group, said, “This ac-
quisition reflects our commit-
ment to deepening our capa-
bilities in specialised maritime 
logistics.”

Giovanni Romeo, Chair-
man,  NovaAlgoma Cement 
Carriers, said, “We are proud 
of what we have achieved at 
NACC and excited about the 
opportunities ahead with DP 
World and P&O Maritime Lo-
gistics.” This deal reinforces 
DP World’s pivot into infra 
logistics and strengthens its 
competitive edge in deliver-
ing large-scale cargo solutions 
tied to global construction de-
mand. At scale, the acquisition 
could contribute significantly 
to both companies’ long-term 
earnings as global infrastruc-
ture investment expands.

DP World acquires majority 
stake in marine holding firm 

CT Bureau

Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem
Chairman and CEO
DP World Group 

Giovanni Romeo
Chairman, NovaAlgoma 
Cement Carriers

 This acquisition 
reflects our 
commitment 
to deepening 
our capabilities 
in specialised 
maritime logistics.” 

 We are proud 
of what we have 
achieved at NACC 
and excited about 
opportunities ahead 
with DP World and 
Maritime Logistics.”

Key  
Highlights

Strategic 
Impact

 		D P World acquires 
controlling stake in NACC.

 		 Strengthens end-to-end 
infra cargo capabilities.

 		 NACC to continue operating 
with existing leadership.

 		 Boosts DP World's footprint 
in infrastructure-driven 
maritime logistics.

 		 Enhances cargo solutions 
in high-growth construction 
markets. 
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Launch of QOISC will act as a platform in streamlining and strengthening seamless trade between the two countries.  
The UAE as a springboard will allow businesses to access wider MENA markets more efficiently, says Mohammed Saqib,  
Secretary-General, CHIMENA Business Council.

Organised by the Qing-
dao Municipal Peo-
ple’s Government 

and the China-India-Middle 
East-North Africa (CHIME-
NA) Business Council, the 
China-Arab Business Forum 
in Qingdao was co-hosted by 
the Ministry of Commerce of 
China and the Shandong Pro-
vincial Department of Com-
merce to streamline trade and 
strengthen bilateral trade. 

A new milestone has been 
reached in the growing eco-
nomic ties between China 
and the Arab world with the 
official launch of the Qingdao 
Overseas Integrated Service 
Centre (QOISC). Unveiled 
during the China-Arab Busi-
ness Forum in Qingdao, it 
would act as a platform to in-
tegrate trade and bolster bilat-
eral trade. 

The announcement was 
made by Abdulla Albasha 
Alnoaimi, UAE Commercial 
Attaché to China. He was ac-

companied by Zeng Zanrong, 
Secretary, Qingdao Municipal 
Party Committee. 

The event highlighted 
how the QOISC will serve as 
a direct business and logistics 
link between the UAE and key 
Chinese industrial cities.Set 
up by SEPCOIII Electric Pow-
er Construction Co. Ltd. and 
Hisense Group, both of which 
have deep operational roots in 
the Middle East, the Centre 
aims to become a launchpad 
for export alliances and in-

dustrial partnerships. It will 
support regional businesses 
through industrial park ini-
tiatives, exhibition facilitation 
and supply chain matching. 

“The QOISC’s launch will 
play a vital role in speeding 
up trade between the two 
economic blocks,” said Mo-
hammed Saqib, Secretary-
General, CHIMENA Busi-
ness Council. “The UAE as a 
springboard will allow busi-
nesses to access wider MENA 
markets efficiently,” he added. 
This comes as Chinese invest-
ments in the UAE have topped 
US$6 billion, with 15,500 Chi-
nese companies now operat-

ing in the Emirates, as per the 
UAE Ministry of Economy. 
The UAE has emerged as 
China’s second-largest trading 
partner in the region, with bi-
lateral trade hitting US$101.8 
billion last year. 

At the Forum, 40 new pro-
jects worth US$5.93 billion 
were signed across sectors 
such as advanced manufactur-
ing, clean energy and digital 
technologies. Over 460 com-
panies, including 135 Fortune 
Global 500 firms, joined from 
43 countries, underscoring 
the rising interest in China–
Arab economic links. 

The QOISC aligns with 
broader ambitions under 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
and Vision 2030, with China 
deepening its involvement 
in infrastructure, logistics 
and industrial development 
across the Gulf. With China 
diversifying its global ties and 
the Arab world seeking new 
trade routes and investment 
partners, the QOISC could 
become a node linking supply 
chains between Asia, the Mid-
dle East, and Africa.

China-Arab corridor for  
growing economic ties, trade  

CT Bureau

Mohammed Saqib
Secretary-General
CHIMENA Business Council

 The launch of 
the QOISC will 
play a significant 
role in accelerating 
the trade between 
the two growing 
economic blocks.”

Can QOISC 
serve as a 

foundation for 
trade growth 
between GCC 
and Asia?

TRADETALK
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One of the standout features of this implementation is ODATiO’s flexible Business Rule Engine. Once completed,  
the facility is expected to handle up to 15,000 daily orders. Phase I has laid the foundation for digital transformation,  
while Phase II is scheduled for later this year, says Alain Kaddoum, Managing Director, Savoye Middle East.

Savoye has deployed its 
ODATiO Warehouse 
Management System 

(WMS) at CJ Logistics’ fulfil-
ment centre serving iHerb in 
a significant step forward for 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 
logistics and e-commerce am-
bitions. Located in the Riyadh 
Integrated Zone, operated  
by Special Integrated Logistics 
Zone (SILZ) Company, this is  
the first WMS to go live  
inside the newy established 
SILZ facility.

The move marks a mile-
stone in support of Saudi Vi-
sion 2030, as the Kingdom 

aims to become a global logis-
tics hub. The system now man-
ages core operations across 
the fulfilment centre — from 
inbound receipt and SKU-lev-
el tracking to quality checks, 
restocking, order picking and  
outbound shipping.

One of the standout fea-
tures of this deployment 
is ODATiO’s flexible Busi-
ness Rule Engine. It enables  
CJ Logistics to dynami-
cally tailor and adapt ware-
house processes to match 
the unique logistics re-
quirements of the iHerb’s 
diverse product portfolio,  
ensuring compliance, accu-
racy and speed at scale.

Phase I has laid the foun-
dation for digital transfor-
mation. Phase II, scheduled 
for later this year, will see 
Savoye’s WMS integrate with 
advanced automation sys-
tems such as X-PTS shuttles 
and zone-to-zone picking. 
Once completed, the facility 
is expected to handle up to 
15,000 daily orders with pre-
cision and speed.

“This milestone, achieved 
in collaboration with Savoye 
and CJ Logistics, is a testa-
ment to our commitment to 
creating the engine that will 
empower our partners to raise 
the bar on logistics efficiency 
and extend their reach from 
the heart of the Kingdom to 
serve global markets,” said Dr. 
Fadi Bin Saleh Al-Buhairan, 
CEO, SILZ Company.

“The project sets new 
benchmarks for e-com-
merce logistics and reflects 
our strong commitment to  
driving innovation and en-
hancing efficiency across the 
Middle East, specifically in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia’s supply chain sector,” 
Alain Kaddoum, Manag-
ing Director, Savoye Middle  
East, added.

“Their capability to adapt 
to our evolving business re-
quirements and timelines has 
been instrumental in success-
fully launching this complex 
project, especially within the 
high-performance and fast-
paced environment of Riyadh 
Integrated, SILZ’s first air-
port logistics zone,” asserted 
JJ Woo, General Manager,  
CJ Logistics.  

Savoye powers first WMS for  
CJ Logistics, iHerb in KSA 

CT Bureau

Dr. Fadi Bin Saleh Al-Buhairan 
Chief Executive Officer 
SILZ Company

Alain Kaddoum
Managing Director
Savoye Middle East

 This milestone 
achieved with 
Savoye and CJ 
Logistics empowers 
our partners to raise 
the bar on logistics 
efficiency.” 

 The project sets 
new benchmarks 
for e-commerce 
logistics and reflects 
our commitment 
to enhancing 
efficiency in ME.” 

Highlights Why It 
Matters

 		 WMS Deployed: Savoye’s 
ODATiO.

 		 Location: Riyadh 
Integrated, SILZ.

 		O rder Capacity (Post-
Automation): Up to 15,000 
orders/day.

 		 Next Phase: Automation 
integration (X-PTS shuttle, 
zone-to-zone picking).

 		 First-ever WMS to  
go-live in SILZ.

 		A ligned with Saudi Vision 
2030 goals.

 		 Supports Saudi Arabia’s 
goal to become a global 
logistics hub.

 		 Backs US$49.49 billion 
e-commerce market 
projection by 2030.
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Freehold assets, which are near full occupancy, are strategically located within the 6 million square metres ALMARKAZ 
Industrial Park, developed by WahaLand, a wholly owned subsidiary of Waha Capital and benefit from special economic 
zone status, says Jassem Salah Busaibe, CEO, Aldar Investment.

Aldar Investment has 
acquired a portfolio 
of high-quality ware-

housing and light industrial 
assets at ALMARKAZ Indus-
trial Park in Al Dhafra from 

Waha Capital for AED530 
million, adding 182,500 sqm 
of net leasable area to its 
growing logistics footprint.

The agreement reflects 
Aldar’s intent to scale and 
diversify its recurring in-
come streams, particularly 
within the logistics sector. 
The freehold assets, which 
are near full occupancy, are 
strategically located with-
in the 6 million sqm AL-
MARKAZ Industrial Park, 
developed by WahaLand,  

a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Waha Capital, and benefit 
from special economic zone 
status. The modular units 
cater to a wide range of ten-
ant needs, attracting inter-
national, regional, and gov-
ernment-related occupiers.

 “Our logistics platform 
continues to grow across Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai, capitalising 
on demand for well-located 
premium logistics and in-
dustrial space. The assets at 
ALMARKAZ provide well-
established and high-quality 
warehousing with strong fun-
damentals and growth poten-
tial,” said Jassem Salah Bu-
saibe, Chief Executive Officer,  
Aldar Investment. 

With this addition, Aldar’s 
logistics holdings now include 
Abu Dhabi Business Hub,  
7 Central in Dubai Invest-
ments Park and upcoming 
developments at National In-
dustries Park in Jebel Ali and 
Dubai South. For Waha, the 
transaction marks the suc-
cessful culmination of over a 
decade of investment in trans-
forming ALMARKAZ from a 
greenfield site into a signifi-
cant player in Abu Dhabi’s  
industrial economy.

“Waha Capital is proud 
to have supported Waha-
Land’s transformation of AL-
MARKAZ into a key pillar of 
Abu Dhabi’s logistics and in-
dustrial landscape,” said Mo-
hamed Hussain Al Nowais, 
Managing Director of Waha 
Capital. The acquisition has 

also set the stage for potential 
future collaborations between 
Aldar and Waha at the AL-
MARKAZ Industrial Park in 
Al Dhafra region, underscoring  
the commitment of both the 
companies towards advancing  
the UAE’s logistics and indus-
trial landscape.  

Aldar Investment expands  
logistics portfolio in Abu Dhabi
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Jassem Salah Busaibe
CEO
Aldar Investment

Mohamed Hussai Al Nowais
Managing Director
Waha Capital

 Our platform 
continues to grow 
in Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, capitalising 
on well-located 
premium logistics & 
industrial space.”

 Waha Capital 
has supported 
WahaLand’s 
transformation of 
ALMARKAZ into 
a key pillar of Abu 
Dhabi’s logistics.”

The agreement 
reflects Aldar’s 
intent to scale  
and diversify  
its recurring  
income streams
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The new facility will accelerate deliveries and is likely to create up to 10,000 direct and indirect jobs within the e-commerce 
and logistics sectors, thereby strengthening Egypt’s role as a logistics and technology hub. This development is part  
of Jumia’s wider strategy to strengthen its infrastructure and digital capabilities across Africa.

The warehouse aims 
to enhance Jumia’s 
delivery capabilities, 

improve storage and distri-
bution efficiency and acceler-
ate last-mile delivery to cities 
and governorates, especially 
Upper Egypt. With the lat-
est smart management and 
storage systems, the centre 
is equipped to process thou-
sands of products efficiently, 
reinforcing customer satis-
faction and vendor support 
across Jumia’s ecosystem.

This development is part 
of Jumia’s wider strategy to 
strengthen its infrastructure 

and digital capabilities across 
Africa. Egypt already serves 
as one of the company’s larg-
est technology hubs, housing 
skilled engineers and develop-
ers focused on building intelli-
gent logistics and supply chain 
solutions for regional markets.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny was attended by Egyptian 
Prime Minister Dr. Mostafa 
Madbouly, who lauded the ini-
tiative as a vote of confidence 
in Egypt’s investment climate. 
He said, “We welcome this 
move by Jumia, which reflects 
the trust that major global 
companies have in Egypt’s 
investment climate. We look 
forward to more partnerships 

that support the state’s goals 
in digital transformation,  
the development of logistics 

infrastructure, and the provi-
sion of job opportunities for 
Egyptian youth.”

Abdel Latif Olama, Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), 
Jumia Egypt, said, “This inte-
grated warehouse represents 
a qualitative leap in the level 
of services we provide to our 
customers and partners, and 
it supports our vision of be-
coming an integrated plat-
form that combines advanced  
technology and logistics 
across the continent.”

The project aligns with 
the government’s goals of 
enhancing logistics infra-
structure and fostering youth 
employment, while support-
ing Egyptian manufacturers 
and merchants via Jumia’s  
digital marketplace.  
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Dr. Mostafa Madbouly
Prime Minister 
Egypt

Abdel Latif Olama
CEO
Jumia Egypt

 We welcome 
this move by Jumia, 
which reflects the 
trust that major 
global companies 
have in Egypt’s 
investment climate.” 

 This warehouse 
represents a 
qualitative leap  
in the level of 
services we provide 
to our customers 
and partners.”

Key  
Highlights

Strategic 
Impact

 		 27,000 sqm warehouse on 
Suez Road, Cairo.

 		 Equipped with smart tech 
for faster order processing.

 		A ccelerating last-mile 
delivery.

 		 Strengthens Egypt’s role as 
a regional logistics hub.

 		 10,000 jobs expected 
through the ecosystem.

 		 Supports local merchants 
via customised solutions.

WAREHOUSINGTALK

Warehouse by Jumia in Cairo  
to speed up last-mile delivery
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This conversion of a popular passenger aircraft is a historic achievement for AviaAM Leasing. Boeing foresees that  
air cargo operators will need 2,600 freighters over the next two decades to keep up with increasing international 
freight traffic, says Jonas Janukėnas, Chief Executive Officer, Avia Solutions Group.

AviaAM Leasing, part 
of the Avia Solutions 
Group, is on track to 

complete the passenger-to-
freighter (P2F) conversion of 
a Boeing 777-300ER by year-
end. The project, carried out 

in partnership with Mam-
moth Freighters LLC, posi-
tions the company at the fore-
front of the growing cargo 
aviation market.

The aircraft will be trans-
formed into a fuel-efficient, 
long-range freighter capa-
ble of transporting up to 98 
tonnes of cargo over 5,000 
nautical miles. With a to-
tal cargo volume of 819 cu-
bic metres, the converted jet 
— that was designed to seat 
about 400 passengers — is set 

to offer global logistics com-
panies a high-capacity, long-
haul solution.

“This type of conversion of 
a popular passenger aircraft 
is a historic achievement for 
AviaAM Leasing. Boeing fore-
sees air cargo operators will 

need more than 2,600 freight-
ers over the next two decades 
to keep up with increasing 
global freight traffic,” said Jo-
nas Janukėnas, CEO, Avia So-
lutions Group. 

“The converted Boeing 
777-300ERMF will be one of 
the most efficient freighters 
in its class, both in fuel us-
age and operational range. 
Once converted, the Boeing 
777-300ERMF will be one of 
the most fuel-efficient long-
range freighters available. Its 
impressive payload capacity 

and range make it an attrac-
tive option for cargo operators 
worldwide,” said Brian Mc-
Carthy, Vice President, Sales 
and Marketing at Mammoth 
Freighters LLC.

With more than 150 air-
craft transactions and 50 con-
versions and refurbishments 
under its belt, AviaAM Leas-
ing continues to rank among 
the top 50 lessors worldwide. 
This move strengthens its po-
sitioning as a key player meet-
ing the surging global demand 
for air freight capacity.

AviaAM Leasing to complete  
Boeing 777 300ER P2F conversion

CT Bureau

Jonas Janukėnas
CEO
Avia Solutions Group

 The converted 
Boeing 777-
300ERMF will be 
efficient freighter 
in its class, both 
in fuel usage and 
operational range.” 

Key  
Highlights Impact

 		 Boeing 777-300ER 
passenger-to-freighter 
conversion by end of 2025.

 		C argo capacity of up to 98 
tonnes and range of 5,000 
nautical miles.

 		C argo volume of 819  
cubic metres for  
high-volume freight.

 		 Among the first such 
conversions globally.

 		A ddresses rising demand 
for long-haul cargo aircraft.

 		 Supports global logistics 
companies expanding 
capacity.

 		O ffers one of the most  
fuel-efficient freighters  
in its class.

 		 Strengthens AviaAM 
Leasing’s position in the 
cargo leasing market.
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With SINGAUTO’s cutting-edge solutions improving cold-chain logistics, this project represents a significant step toward 
strengthening our sustainable transport capabilities. The advanced site will feature smart technologies, aiming to transform 
the efficiency and sustainability of cold-chain logistics, says Abdullah Al Hameli, CEO, Economic Cities and Free Zones.

SINGAUTO will set up 
a logistics facility at 
KEZAD focusing on 

smart and sustainable solu-
tions for cold-chain logistics. 
The investment marks a step 
toward greener, more efficient 
supply chains in the region. 

The facility will  
launch operations with 100 
industry experts, each bring-
ing 15 years of experience to 
ensure adherence to interna-
tional standards.

The advanced site will 
feature SINGAUTO’s latest 
smart technologies to manu-
facture intelligent refrigerated 
vehicles, aiming to transform 
the efficiency and sustain-

ability of cold-chain logistics 
across the Middle East.

SINGAUTO’s presence 
in KEZAD aligns with the 

group’s vision to develop  
a fully integrated automo-
tive hub, supporting innova-
tion, modern infrastructure,  
and a business-friendly  
environment.

Abdullah Al Hameli, Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), Eco-
nomic Cities and Free Zones, 
said, “With SINGAUTO’s cut-
ting-edge solutions improving 
cold-chain logistics, this pro-
ject represents a significant 
step toward strengthening our 
sustainable transport capabili-
ties and reinforcing KEZAD’s 
role in shaping a resilient, fu-
ture-ready supply chain.”

“We are confident that 
operating within KEZAD’s 
integrated automotive eco-
system will provide us with 
the ideal foundation for scal-
ing our business and meet-
ing the region’s demand for 
eco-friendly, high-efficiency 
logistics,” said Chen Xue-
feng, Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), SINGAUTO. 

“We look forward to lev-
eraging KEZAD’s specialised 
support to produce smart, 

sustainable commercial vehi-
cles tailored to the needs of 
the regional cold-chain sec-
tor,” added Xuefeng.

With industries the world 
over turning to sustainable 
business practices, this col-
laboration reflects KEZAD 
Group’s broader strategy to 
position itself as an interna-
tional hub of excellence for 
logistics industries, accelerat-
ing green innovation and eco-
nomic growth. 

SINGAUTO invests AED 100 mn  
in green logistics at KEZAD

CT Bureau

Abdullah Al Hameli
CEO, Economic Cities & Free Zones 
Cluster, AD Ports Group

Chen Xuefeng
Chief Executive Officer
SINGAUTO

 It represents 
a step toward 
reinforcing 
KEZAD’s role in 
shaping a resilient, 
future-ready  
supply chain.” 

 We look 
forward to leverage 
KEZAD’s support 
to produce smart 
vehicles tailored 
to the needs of the 
cold-chain sector.”

Highlights Impact

 		A ED 100 million committed 
by SINGAUTO.

 		 100,000 sqm advanced 
logistics facility.

 		 50-year land lease  
at KEZAD Area A.

 		 Focus on smart  
refrigerated vehicles.

 		 Supports KEZAD’s 
sustainable transport goals.

 		 Enhances cold-chain 
logistics efficiency.

 		 Brings over 100 industry 
experts on board.

 		A dvances KEZAD’s vision 
as a logistics hub.
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INDUSTRYTALK

AI advancing your cargo business
Arc Search: For cargo pro-
fessionals on the go
Arc Search is a par t of the Arc 
Browser project. It transforms 
how one browses the web, break-
ing down complex results into 
structured, digestible insights 
with a single tap. In other words, 
this AI-enhanced tool is modifying  
the way logistics teams and cargo professionals 
discover information. 

Arc Search lets you ask a question and simply 
hit “Browse for me”. It then scans top search re-
sults, organises them by relevance and generates 
a clear summary, saving time and helping you 
make informed decisions and faster.

Why Arc Search stands out for 
cargo professionals:
1. AI-powered summarisation: 
No more sifting through pages of 
search results. The AI-powered 
tool extracts and organises key in-
sights from multiple sources, ideal 
for busy professionals needing  
quick clarity.

2. Structured answers from reliable sources: 
Whether researching customs regulations, ship-
ping lane updates, or fuel price trends, Arc Search 
presents information in clear sections pulled from 
authoritative websites.

3.	 Seamless control & comparison: Toggle be-
tween AI-generated summaries and the classic 
Google search view with ease, ensuring full con-
trol over your research experience.

4.	 Mobile-first experience: Arc Search is a 
powerful tool for professionals constantly on the 
move, whether in the warehouse, in meetings, or 
at customs checkpoints.

5.	 Distraction-free design: With a clean in-
ter face and intuitive layout, the AI-driven tool 
keeps your focus on results that matter, free from  
ads or clutter.

Pro Tip: Use Arc Search during client meetings or 
site visits to instantly pull up structured insights 
on tariffs, trade routes, or por t updates; no need 
to dig through multiple websites.

Elevate your research workflow with Arc 
Search
In a fast-paced cargo environment, every second 
counts. Arc Search empowers logistics lead-
ers with instant, intelligent answers, right from 
their mobile devices. Whether planning routes, 
benchmarking freight costs, or staying informed 
on regulations, Arc turns web browsing into a  
strategic advantage.

The announcement marks a milestone in EGME’s expansion and its push toward sustainable logistics and intensifies  
efforts to meet its sustainability goals and reduce CO2 emissions. The launch is part of the company’s Phase II expansion, 
following the deployment of 40 trucks in collaboration with DSV, DB Schenker and Emirates Logistics.

Emirates Global Motor 
Electric (EGME) has 
taken a bold step for-

ward in the UAE’s electric 
mobility journey by launch-
ing three new SANY electric 
truck models at Mobility Live 
Middle East 2025. 

Celebrating two years as 
the exclusive distributor of 
SANY electric trucks in the 
UAE, EGME announced the 
launch of new models that in-
clude the SANY 8x4 Concrete 
Mixer EV Truck, the SANY 
4x2 Tractor Head EV Truck, 

and the SANY 6x4 Tipper 
EV Truck. All three models 
are now available in the UAE 
market. The launch is part of 

EGME’s Phase II expansion, 
following the successful de-
ployment of 40 trucks in col-
laboration with logistics play-

ers, such as DSV, DB Schenker 
and Emirates Logistics.

“Over the past two years, 
we have not only proven that 
electric trucks can operate 
reliably in the UAE, we have 
also laid the foundation for a 
scalable, smart ecosystem for 
the growth and adoption of 
commercially operated elec-
tric fleets — across multiple 
industry sectors,” said Hany 
Tawfik, General Manager, 
EGME. EGME introduced 
fleet management and depot 
charging solutions to help lo-
gistics firms scale up their EV 
operations with ease. 

3 EV truck models launched at 
Mobility Live Middle East 2025

CT Bureau
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DOMESTICNEWS

JD Logistics has officially entered 
the Middle East market by launch-
ing an 8,000 sqm smart warehouse 
in Riyadh, marking its first logis-
tics hub in the region, said Rayan 
Albakri, Deputy Minister, Min-
istry of Transport and Logistics. 
Alongside the warehouse opening, 
the firm rolled out JoyExpress, 
its self-operated B2C express de-

livery service, offering same-day 
and next-day deliveries across 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA) with flexible options such 
as cash-on-delivery. The decision 
comes as the Kingdom continues 
to attract investment under Vision 
2030. The Saudi launch positions  
JD Logistics to play a decisive role 
in the region’s e-commerce and  
logistics growth. 

Ras Al Khaimah International 
Airport is advancing its cargo 
capabilities and overall aviation 
infrastructure, said Sheikh Salem 
bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairman, 
Department of Civil Aviation, 
RAK. A new cargo airline has 
made RAK its regional base, com-
pleting 100 flights carrying high-
value products such as pharma 
and livestock. Set to complete its 

expansion by 2028, the airport will 
enhance cargo ops, underscor-
ing the UAE’s logistics strength.  
Strategically located near key 
global trade corridors, RAK offers 
an edge for streamlined supply 
chains and faster distribution. 

Ras Al Khaimah 
Airport grows as cargo 
hub with new operator

JD Logistics debuts in 
KSA with smart hub, 
JoyExpress launch

Emirates SkyCargo is 
expanding its freight-
er services between 
Europe and its global 
network beginning Q3 
2025, with a strategic 
focus on fashion, phar-
maceuticals and gen-
eral cargo, said Badr 
Abbas, Divisional SVP, 
Emirates SkyCargo. 
As part of this expan-
sion, two additional weekly char-
ter flights will connect Milan 
with Southeast China via Dubai,  
offering increased capacity and 
improved connectivity for Euro-

pean exporters. “As we receive 
our new Boeing 777Fs, we are 
deploying them quickly to serve 
the increasing demand across 
our network. Whether by layer-
ing on frequencies or adding new 

route stops, we will continue to 
evolve our operations, schedule 
and network in line with global 
trade patterns, to ensure we pro-
vide an unbeatable service to our 
customers,” he added. 

Swisslog has been chosen to 
equip Chalhoub Group’s new lo-
gistics facility in Riyadh’s SILZ 
Free Trade Zone with advanced 
automation, including its AutoS-
tore system and SynQ software, 
commented Rami Younes, GM, 
Swisslog Middle East. The hub 
will support the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia’s booming e-commerce 
and luxury goods sectors, aligning 
with Vision 2030’s logistics goals. 
Featuring 67,000 bins, 42 robots 
and fully integrated ports, the sys-
tem will boost efficiency, flexibility 
and operational flow. Highlighting 

the project’s role in modernising 
the Kingdom’s supply chain and its 
broader economic impact, Younes 

said with US$ 60 million in re-
gional projects, plans are to grow 
its workforce by 20 per cent. 

AviLease has placed an order 
for 10 Airbus A350Fs during the 
Paris Air Show, marking a stra-
tegic step in KSA’s aviation and 
logistics ambitions under Vision 
2030, said Ted O’Byrne, CEO, 
AviLease. The deal is part of the 
company’s first direct pact with 
Airbus and comes as KSA looks 
to double its cargo and logistics 
infra in the coming years. “There 
is a growth in the Kingdom’s 
market and Saudi aviation strat-
egy calls for more than doubling 
cargo and logistics infra,” he 
added. As global cargo fleets age 

and new models are sought amid 
trade uncertainties, the move 

signals the Kingdom’s plan to  
become a regional powerhouse.  

Emirates SkyCargo expands its freighter 
services between Europe in Q3 this year

Swisslog powers Chalhoub’s smart logistics 
hub to support KSA’s e-commerce sector 

Leasing major, AviLease orders 10 Airbus 
A350Fs to power Saudi cargo growth
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Helsinki Airport achieves net-zero with 
Neste’s renewable diesel

Amazon Air welcomes 10th A330 freighter 
Resilience into fleet

Realterm to build 45,000 sq. mts. cargo hub 
at Leipzig/Halle Airport

INTERNATIONALNEWS

Finavia’s Helsinki Airport has reached 
net-zero emissions in its operations, 
becoming the fifth airport under Fi-
navia to receive certification under the 
Airport Carbon Accreditation pro-
gramme, Henri Hansson, SVP, Sustain-
ability, Technology & Safety, Finavia 
said. A contributor to this milestone is 
the use of Neste MY Renewable Diesel, 
powering airport machinery and emer-
gency generators since 2024. The fuel 
has helped reduce GHG emissions by 
up to 90 per cent compared to fossil diesel. As most of 
Finavia’s fuel use comes from heavy machinery where 

electrification is not feasible, Neste’s solution helped 
guide a practical path to cleaner operations.

Amazon Air has officially inducted 
its 10th Airbus A330-300P2F freight-
er, completing a key fleet expansion 
milestone. The aircraft, named Resil-
ience, will be operated by Hawaiian 
Airlines and marks the final delivery 
under a lease pact with Altavair AirFi-
nance announced in 2022, said Raoul 
Sreenivasan, VP, Amazon Air. Con-
verted by Elbe Flugzeugwerke (EFW), 
the 14-year-old former Etihad Airways 
aircraft boosts Amazon Air’s total fleet 
to 95, including 10 A330Fs, 26 B737Fs 
and 59 B767Fs.

Realterm has partnered with Leipzig/Halle Airport to 
develop a 45,000 square metres build-to-suit air cargo 
facility at the second-largest cargo airport in Ger-
many, said Lynn Kau, Senior VP, Realterm. Designed 
for single and multi-user operations, the facility will 
offer direct airside access, dedicated truck staging 

areas and proximity to uncongested motorways. LEJ 
handled 1.4 million tonnes of cargo last year and is 
one of Europe’s most cargo-friendly airports. “Given 
its on-airport growth potential, this project repre-
sents one of the most strategic air cargo real estate  
opportunities,” said Kau. 

AUGUST
13 	 International Con-

ference on Global 
Logistics and Supply 
Chain Management 
Mombasa, Kenya

14 	 World Conference 
on Supply Chain 
Management and 
Business 
Al Jahra, Kuwait

14 -15 	Global Supply  
Chain Summit 2025 
Long Beach, USA

20 	 International Con-
ference on Global 
Logistics and Supply 
Chain Management 
Abu Dhabi, UAE

20-22 	 TILOG-LogistiX 
(LGX) 
Bangkok, Thailand

22-24 	 Warehousing Asia 
Indore, India

23-25 	 Auto Transport & 
Logistics Asia 
Karachi, Pakistan

26-29	 International  
Trade Fair On  
Intralogistics  
And Supply Chain  
Management 2025 
Kaula Lumpur, 
Malaysia

27-29 	 Global Procurement, 
Supply Chain,  
AI & Logistics  
Summit Expo 
Grapevine, USA

28 	 WA Trade & Logis-
tics Forum 
Perth, Australia

30 Aug	 Canadian 
-1 Sep	 International  

Air Show 
Toronto, Canada

For more information  
contact: talk@ddppl.com

The dates shown on the Events  
calendar are subject to change. 

Please refer to EventTalk in  to 
track the changes in dates
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Mark 3 International has expand-
ed its warehousing capacity at JFK 
Airport with a new 12,000 square 
feet facility, which opened in July, 
said Matthew Ware, CEO, Mark 3 
International. The move comes in 
response to growing demand for 
USA imports and aims to boost 
processing and fulfilment opera-

tions. Operating between the UK 
and the USA, with facilities at 
Heathrow and JFK, it sees this as 
the first step in an expansion plan. 
“The changes give us the platform 
for rapidly extending our service 
offering to a much wider audi-
ence,” he said.  

British International Freight As-
sociation (BIFA) and Ethiopian 
Freight Forwarders and Ship-
ping Agents Association (EFF-
SAA) would support the growth 

and modernisation of Ethiopia’s 
freight and logistics industry, said 
Steve Parker, Director General, 
BIFA. The pact outlines a strategic  
partnership focused on institu-
tional capacity building, advi-
sory support, specialised training  
and exchange of logistics best 
practices between the United 
Kingdom and Ethiopia. 

BIFA, EFFSAA agree 
to fortifty Ethiopia’s 
logistics sector

Mark 3 expands JFK 
warehouse to meet 
US import demand

Shanghai Pudong International 
Airport Cargo Terminal (PACTL) 
and Cargo iQ have collaborated 
to raise service levels and opera-
tional transparency in air cargo, 
said Carsten Hernig, DGM, VP, 
Sales, Marketing & Production, 
PACTL.  Through Cargo iQ mem-
bership, the terminal will adopt 
performance metrics to improve 
tracking, service reliability and 
supply chain efficiency. “As a neu-
tral cargo operator, we are proud 
to align with global standards that 
promote measurable quality and 
accountability,” Herning said. In 
a separate development, PACTL 

and Lufthansa Cargo Servicios 
Logísticos De México signed a 
deal  to strengthen air cargo flows 
between Mexico and China, with 

a focus on e-commerce and high-
demand imports. Both highlight 
PACTL’s growing role in shaping 
next gen generation logistics.

UPS has expanded its op-
erations in Johor, Malay-
sia, with a new bonded 
warehouse and package 
centre at Senai Interna-
tional Airport, improving 
global connectivity and 
reducing delivery times, 
said Datuk Sikh Sham-
sul Ibrahim Sikh Abdul 
Majid, CEO, Malaysian 
Investment Development 
Authority. Located within 
the Johor-Singapore SEZ, 
the new setup enables 
next-day deliveries across APAC 

and two-day transit times for 
shipments from Europe and the 

USA, saving up to one 
business day. “Located in 
Senai, the facility benefits 
from multimodal link, in-
cluding well-established 
highways, rail links and 
proximity to key ports, 
making it an ideal gate-
way for integrated lo-
gistics solutions,” Majid 
said. This is part of a UPS 
strategy, which includes 
the enhanced USA link 
and a partnership with 
Ninja Van to extend ex-

press services across Malaysia.

CEVA Logistics signed a 
three-year contract renew-
al with Safran at the 55th In-
ternational Paris Air Show. 
The deal covers transport 
services between Morocco, 
Tunisia and France, Cy-
rille Roux, Global Aero-
space & Defense Leader, 
CEVA Logistics, said. 
CEVA will continue man-
aging the daily collection 
and delivery of aerospace 
components, operating a 
multimodal transport sys-
tem combining road freight and 

RoRo maritime shipping. Ship-
ments pass through CEVA’s cross-

dock sites in Toulouse 
and Vitrolles before final 
delivery across France. 
The partnership, which 
spans decades, includes 
over 1,500 shipments 
annually, moving more 
than 100,000 aerospace 
parcels with strict deliv-
ery timelines. This long-
standing collaboration 
reflects a deep trust and 
an ongoing commitment 
to efficient, reliable logis-
tics support for Safran’s  

global operations.

PACTL and Cargo iQ collaborate to  
improve global air cargo standards

UPS’ new hub in Johor-Singapore SEZ 
enables next day deliveries in Asia-Pacific

CEVA Logistics renews three-year transport 
contract with Safran at Paris Air Show 

Matthew Ware, CEO, Mark 3 International
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Movements
Niko Cornelis has been ap-
pointed as the Country Manag-
er, GCC, by Engie. He has held 
many positions across Europe 
and the Middle East in Engie. 
His expanded remit comes at a 
time of rising clean energy de-
mand, as the Gulf pursues net-
zero goals and diversifies away 
from hydrocarbons.

Katherine Bamford has been 
appointed VP, Business Devel-
opment at Prince Rupert Port 
Authority (PRPA). In her new 
role, she will lead marketing 
efforts to raise volume through 
Prince Rupert Gateway, drive 
terminal development and ex-
pansion and support the port’s 
growth and economic impact. 

Christopher Lim has been ap-
pointed VP and Head, Road 
Freight by DHL Global Forward-
ing Asia Pacific. He succeeds 
Bruno Selmoni and will contin-
ue to be based in Singapore. Lim 
has been with DHL since 2004, 
holding various leadership roles 
across the region.

Praveen Gregory has been 
appointed as the MD, DHL 
Global Forwarding Singapore, 
Malaysia and Brunei. He suc-
ceeds Christopher Lim. With 
a career spanning 15 years, he 
joined DHL in 2008 after work-
ing at Maersk and was the SVP, 
Ocean Freight, Asia-Pacific.

Mike McCoshen has been 
sworn in as the Administrator, 
US Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corpo-
ration. His appointment rein-
forces the US Department of 
Transportation’s commitment 
to advancing safe and efficient 
freight movement through the 
Great Lakes Seaway system. 

Michael Young will join DHL 
Global Forwarding USA as 
the CEO from 1 August. He is 
currently serving as the CEO, 
DHL Global Forwarding UK & 
Ireland and President, Global 
Motorsports. He also served as 
EVP, Sales & Marketing, where 
he transformed sales.

Bjoern Schoon has been ap-
pointed SVP, Ocean Freight, 
DHL Global Forwarding Asia 
Pacific. He succeeds Praveen 
Gregory. Schoon brings 30 
years of experience in ocean 
freight and supply chain,  
having held many roles across 
Asia and Europe.

Julien Calloud has been ap-
pointed CEO of SAVOYE.  
He will lead SAVOYE’s strate-
gic and operational direction, 
focusing on sustainable growth 
in the intralogistics and supply 
chain software space. Calloud 
brings over 20 years of indus-
trial experience, including eight 
years in intralogistics.
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Forwarding Asia Pacific  
Singapore  
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